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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2023. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.  Adh Mór.  
Thank you for your map and entry form. you have a small number on your committee but as Granlahan is a small 
community we appreciate that most get involved with your efforts.  

It might be good to gather some ideas to help you draft a long-term plan.  Maybe a suggestion box could be 
provided at the Community Centre – or an on-line survey circulated?  This can help focus your work and help deliver 
some larger projects where possible.

38

The Church is a lovely building and volunteers were in the Graveyard during adjudication. The railings were freshly 
painted,  as were all the gate posts. The graveyard had a lovely line of St John's Wort with bright yellow flowers in 
bloom. There was a lovely old wrought iron gate directly into the graveyard from the road that would be lovely if 
enhanced. Roscommon County Council's Heritage Officer could provide some advice on how to appropriately paint 
it. There is also a free booklet available from the Heritage Council on the Care and Maintenance of old graveyards 
that may be of interest available to download from their website. It outlines how to care for the older head stones 
and integrate biodiversity friendly actions into the management of a graveyard.  

You have lovely maturing trees in the graveyard and a gorgeous mature evergreen tree in the centre of the carpark. 
Have you thought about trying to grow saplings up from this or other mature trees in the parish.  They could be 
planted up and nurtured for a couple of years and then could be given to local children when they graduate from 
primary school for example. 

The school will look well once the painting has been finished and we love the grounds with the seat around the tree 
and another lovely cherry tree here. Perhaps the cable ties could be removed from this growing tree?  The tower at 
the school might be an ideal place to erect your swift boxes as it is a nice high feature in the village. 
The hand ball alley was looking a little bit overgrown. It would be great to try and encourage people to take part in 
the sport here.
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Much of your voluntary efforts over the last 12 months have been for this category of the competition.  This included 
the upkeep of your Green Area and planting with new flowers and shrubs.  We called to Granlahan early in the 
season but appreciated the efforts you had already advanced in early June.  The name stone in the centre of the 
village looked well and you have nicely managed the area around it with two floral beds and flowers underneath The 
2013 Gathering Monument. It is suggested that you add a couple of perennial shrubs to the flower beds here to 
create a bit of height so that they can be viewed by passing traffic also.  We admired the wall mounted flower 
baskets near the handball alley also. There are great resources at the website www.pollinators.ie which lists plants 
and flowers that are suitable for growing in a wet and windy Ireland that also look gorgeous and benefit our 
pollinators. 
Maybe you might be permitted to provide some boxing around the old petrol pump and could put some planters 
here also to provide a burst of colour at this side of the road?  We loved the curves of the roof line of the building 
adjacent.  Maybe some children’s posters of local wildlife could be displayed in the windows here?
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the upkeep of your Green Area and planting with new flowers and shrubs.  We called to Granlahan early in the 
season but appreciated the efforts you had already advanced in early June.  The name stone in the centre of the 
village looked well and you have nicely managed the area around it with two floral beds and flowers underneath The 
2013 Gathering Monument. It is suggested that you add a couple of perennial shrubs to the flower beds here to 
create a bit of height so that they can be viewed by passing traffic also.  We admired the wall mounted flower 
baskets near the handball alley also. There are great resources at the website www.pollinators.ie which lists plants 
and flowers that are suitable for growing in a wet and windy Ireland that also look gorgeous and benefit our 
pollinators. 
Maybe you might be permitted to provide some boxing around the old petrol pump and could put some planters 
here also to provide a burst of colour at this side of the road?  We loved the curves of the roof line of the building 
adjacent.  Maybe some children’s posters of local wildlife could be displayed in the windows here?

One of your other big pieces of work this year has been on the new walkways and also protecting and promoting 
nature and biodiversity of the school and along the walkways. We were excited to see that you are building swift bird 
boxes for nesting. Swift Conservation Ireland has great information about these migrating birds whose population 
has plummeted by 40% in the past two decades. Bat boxes are a great additional habitat to provide for your wildlife 
also. In Biodiversity Week in May 2024 maybe you could organize a family bat walk and borrow some bat 
detectors? These help translate the high pitch sonar of bats into a sound that we can hear. It also allows us to work 
out what species of bat we can see flying around at dusk. Did you know that one common pipistrelle bat eats around 
3000 midges a night? 
There appeared to be herbicide sprayed in some of the setback areas along the main roads and this should be 
curtailed.

Well done to all your volunteers and the school people who help participate in your regular litter picks.  Is it mostly 
litter from passing vehicles that you pick up? Is so, perhaps a nice sign designed by the school children could be put 
up asking drivers not to permit this. 

A number of old funding signs in the village are very faded and should we be removed such as the RSS support 
provided. Perhaps the galvanized steel utility boxes could be painted - a flash of colour would look nice on these. 

The bottle banks were clean and looked well so well-done for your efforts to keep these tidy.  The Council sign was 
faded and out of date.  Maybe it can simply be removed, or a small notice provided with a number to ring if the 
banks are full?

Many may be surprised to learn that sustainability is a core aspect of this national competition.  In this category we 
consider ways in which you reduce energy, water or fuel usage for example.  We were delighted to read that you 
are hoping to work with the GAA to provide reusable drinking bottles. Perhaps you can get a grant to support this 
and have logoed bottles with the club crest on it? 

The storm porch in front of the church should actually help conserve a lot of energy but reducing heat loss. The 
south facing roof of the Community Centre may be an ideal location to position PV or solar panels and maybe in the 
longer term you could investigate some community energy grant applications with SEAI? 

In your rural community transport maybe an issue.  Do you have any public buses or local link services that you can 
promote? Perhaps you can facilitate carpooling in the community?

Homes in the village of the centre are of a nice standard. We were very impressed to see at The Corner, the 
provision of a defibrillator for the community.  Well done to these homeowners for providing the electricity and the 
location for this. The bungalow opposite the playground had lovely shrubs and window boxes and hanging baskets 
on display.  There was another lovely property, possibly an old convent, opposite the school with rambling roses 
and maturing trees and lovely wrought iron entrance gates

Maybe some homeowners might like to take cuttings or share seeds from each other.  Perhaps you could facilitate 
this and also distribute some of the wonderful resources available at www.pollinators.ie which have lists of the 
flowers and shrubs great for gardens and for wildlife.

Approaching from Castlerea there is a lovely blue welcome sign nicely under planted with blue flowers that makes 
for a nice welcome. There is great continuity of pavement from the centre to playground. Perhaps some bollards 
could be erected roadside to help separate and protect cyclists and pedestrians here?  There is a long stretch of 
concrete block walls that could be enhanced with some ivy or honeysuckle trained along here. 

We love the development of the looped walks around the area, and it was good to see detailed information in the 
car park at the Community Centre.   Well done to your volunteers for maintaining these 5 and 10km routes.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



Concluding Remarks:

This is your fourth year in this national competition, and we welcome your efforts.  We had never been to Granlahan 
before and enjoyed the lovely views right across the landscape from the elevated height here.  What a lovely place 
to live.  Well done to all your volunteers for your efforts over the last 12 months.  Best of luck with your grant 
applications.


