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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2023. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.  Adh Mór.  
You have erected a suggestion box at the courthouse even with pen and paper provided!  This demonstrates how 
your actions are well thought-out.  It's great that Ballyfarnon TidyTowns gives their community the opportunity to 
provide their ideas at any time.  Thank you for your map and entry form.  The map was nicely annotated with all the 
different features and projects.  Perhaps for next year entry form you could annotate the map to highlight those that 
are new over the last 12 months – that will ensure we don’t miss anything.  

You have strong links with businesses, agencies, clubs and we were delighted to see you have a Junior TidyTowns 
and young and even younger all help out with your activities.
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The courthouse has been brightly painted in the Roscommon GAA colours which draws your eyes up to the top of 
this street creating a focal point behind the new wider paving areas. The adjacent gates have been enhanced and 
looked well.  Good luck with your long-term plans for this site.  It would be great to see it in regularly use.  

Many businesses and homes had window boxes and bright colourful planters outside their doors. This included 
Aldeford interiors, W.H Lynn's, Shivnans and Killorans.
All of these businesses looked lovely so well done to them.  Along the streets, period street features were very 
nicely maintained including the street pumps and the weighbridge.
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You have created a lovely outdoor sitting area at the junction to the old Court house.  It has pollinator beds,  wildlife 
information, a lovely silver birch tree and the memorial to Josie McDermott.  The widening of the pavement narrows 
this junction making it safer for pedestrian and opens up a lovely public space for events and activities.  We saw in 
your photographs that this is exactly where people were sitting out for events and festivals. 

Another nice place to sit out was at Today's shop with attractive seating picnic table and even a matching umbrella. 
The owners of this business had made an effort to add bicycles and signs and painted it to create an attractive place 
to sit and spend some time as well. 

There is a lovely new slate entrance sign into the Memorial Garden, an apt choice of materials as this is to 
commemorate all the miners in the area. The wall mounted planters here were full of pollinator friendly flowers make 
a lovely backdrop to the memorial stone.
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There is a lovely new slate entrance sign into the Memorial Garden, an apt choice of materials as this is to 
commemorate all the miners in the area. The wall mounted planters here were full of pollinator friendly flowers make 
a lovely backdrop to the memorial stone.

You have done great work in the past 12 months in particular around the theme of biodiversity. Children have 
planted trees donated from The Woodland Trust at St Ronan's grounds.  This club are doing great work to support 
biodiversity – well done to them.  They should be featured in the TidyTowns newsletter as a sports club advancing 
the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan (AIPP).  Apple trees planted by your volunteers at the O’Carolan Drive area were 
donated from Casey's garage.  All this will leave a legacy for generations to come.  And in the next few years e 
anticipate a few harvest festivals pressing apples to collect juice or even making cider! 

The Riverside walk along the Feorish is a nice little touch and raises awareness of the wildlife in the area. We were 
a little apprehensive descending here as we felt it was private property so perhaps a slate welcome sign or 
directional sign on the bridge wall might help? 

There is a nice growing oak tree at the entrance to St Ronan’s that could become a lovely feature here and still be 
still in place in 100 years’ time.  A simple project could be to collect acorns from this tree grow them up and 
distribute them as saplings after a number of years.  Several years later the saplings could be presented to club 
members at key events such as their confirmation or winning an All- Ireland Club Championship!

We were delighted you held a seed-swap day in April.  Did you harvest seeds last Autumn?  Some communities 
leave seeds for collection in mini-libraries – an idea if you have any left-over in the future.

As in many small communities you have Ballyfarnon very clear of litter and you are commended for your efforts. In 
your entry form you've included pictures of many of your volunteers collecting litter and sweeping the streets and 
removing weeds. 

You do have local maps in place of Roscommon walkways and driveways around the area - perhaps these could be 
updated? The sewerage vent pipes in Ballyfarnon have been painted to eye level and it might be worth seeing if the 
council or others could help hire some height so they could be completed in one colour? 

There seem to be a lot of satellite dishes on the front of premises and if not all of these are in use perhaps some 
metal recycling scheme could be organised in the village. 
We saw your poster encouraging volunteers to join your weekly clean up and hope this works well. Don't forget to 
remove cable ties from posts.

Well done on hosting a jumble sale and encouraging items to be re-used as opposed to thrown out.  Hopefully you 
raised a lot of money.  
At St Ronan's GAA clubhouse motion sensor lights were in place which is great to see.  On the approach roads into 
the village you have solar powered speed warning lights in place.  The local link bus stop has nicely positioned with 
bus times clearly displayed.  

It was great to see in your photos that cardboard was repurposed to help reduce weeds in an area you had 
identified for future landscaping.  Sadly we tried to find the allotments as you mentioned them several times in your 
entry.  The ones on the map are at the back of home looking over the river – we tried to return but they were a little 
overgrown this year – are these the ones you are talking about? 

Thanks for the various actions that help promote sustainability in your community.

Since our last visit it's lovely to see a lot of homes being developed or refurbished and occupied.   Some homes 
were nicely disguised with curtains and window displays so it is ambiguous whether they were all inhabited or not. 
Homes had lovely window boxes and planters and it was lovely to see so many townhouses looking so well. Just as 
you cross into the townland of Alderford an attractive cottage caught the eye with planters and ornaments just on 
the left.  This was one of many lovely houses in the village. 

Some wooden fencing marks a gap in the terrace on the main street and you have positioned another lovely planter 
here as well as six nice tin planters fixed to the railing to give a nice lift to this area.

As mentioned, there is a lot of refurbishments of older properties and it's great to see PV panels and solar lights in 
place on many. 

On the main street we were delighted to see more modern terraces houses with House Martin nests under the 
eaves. These are considered lucky by many, so we suggest those living in homes 1, 5 and 7 buy some raffle tickets!

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



Arriving into Ballyfarnon from the Sligo Road we met lovely welcome signs and appreciated the nice shrubs planted 
around these.  At the junction of the Boyle Road there were chains to help mark this area showing you are arriving 
at an community with a pride in its area.

The demolition of a house and the widening of the junction makes for a much safer route up to the northern road 
and opens up the gable and of the lovely three-story house here. The side gable might be in ideal canvas for a large 
mural possibly of the village history.  It will be great when this widen road entrance will be finished off nicely and 
could be another place for some of your nice planters to be positioned also. 

Arriving into the village from The South, there are lovely pollinator friendly raised beds, and we appreciated the 
grass being mown with pollinators in mind. Similarly you have also got nice bee symbols in places at many of your 
planting schemes showing that these plants are good for pollinators. It might be worth sharing the names of some of 
these plants so that the community can copy you and plant some of these in their own gardens.  There is good 
continuity of pavement to the school and wonder if children are encouraged to cycle to the school.  We could not 
see any cycle racks at the school but maybe this to be part of your longer-term plan to encourage safe cycling within 
the village?

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

There are a lot of green-fingered volunteers in Ballyfarnon.  You have put in a lot of work to enhance the village’s 
biodiversity providing pocket parks, walkways, mini-forests and adding colourful planters and hanging baskets on 
fences.  We were impressed with the effort put into Ballyfarnon.  Once the new junction is finished the streetscape 
will be greatly enhanced in the village.  Well done for all your hard work over the last 12 months.


