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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2023. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.  Adh Mór....
Knocklong is welcome to this year’s competition, and we note you have participated since the late 1970s. Your 
committee of 6 members have another 4/5 volunteers who help as needed and you have great working relationships 
with other groups in the parish.  You benefit from the JP McManus fund and get support from Limerick Co. Co., 
Pobal, Mitchelstown Credit Union, Ballyhoura Development CLG and you have CES workers and the Men’s Shed 
work with you as well. Knocklong Development Association and local business such as Dooley’s Garage help you 
as well.
Communications is achieved by using notes in the local newspapers and in the weekly mass leaflets. You also use 
social media such as Facebook – well done. There are many activities in which school children and youth are 
engaged. These include using the Slí na Slainte trails, taking part in surveys for Birdwatch Ireland, picking litter 
around the school and village and planting trees.  The youth committee were awarded a green flag in 2017 and are 
working on another one at present. The school participates in the JP McManus Team Limerick Clean-up campaign 
and in art competitions and have been successful. Some children cycle to school where there is a bike rack for 
storing their bicycles.  The specific project for this year is the bilingual welcome signage, some of which you have 
replaced on the approach roads from Hospital and Mitchelstown.
Many thanks for the map of Knocklong village with projects marked for our attention.  We note the legend is on a 
separate page and ask if it is possible to have it on the same page for convenience during the site visit. We also 
advise developing a multi-year plan to assist in programming projects in line with available resources and to help 
you obtain funding.
We recommend that you read the revised handbook which has guidance and project ideas on all eight criteria.  It is 
available at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/handbook/
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To the visitor, Knocklong appears to be two communities split by the railway line. The junction where the R515 and 
the R513 meet is called Knocklong Cross and is dominated by commercial interests such as Dooley’s Garage and a 
small amount of housing.  On the other side of the railway line is where the community activities take place.  
However, we note the construction works underway on the old creamery site where new housing is being built – 
which we assume is an extension to Station Close estate.  On the other side of the road Cleeve House is a day care 
centre which is fronted by an attractive stone wall boundary.  The grounds are landscaped with trees and shrubs. 
The big problem in Knocklong is the former railway hotel building which was built in 1870 and dominates the corner 
site near the bridge. We assume the ending of the train stopping at Knocklong led to the demise of the enterprise. It 
looks lived in while it is awaiting repurposing - its future is very important for Knocklong, and we note your 
expectations. Whatever about the building, the adjacent station yard is an eyesore, being used for storage of old 
truck trailers and cars, some of which appear to have passed their useful life.  The entrance piers are fine, one with 
the stone plaque about the rescue of Sean Hogan – it seems very much out of place now.  The cross is defined by 
several fine buildings of which Dooley’s Garage is the most prominent – it looks well.  The planting at the front is 
well-maintained, but the smaller planting scheme at the back of the site has some weeds that need removal. On the 
corner of the R515 there is an imposing limestone building with red brick dressing around doors and windows.  
Known as Stone House Flats, we understand that this was built at the beginning of the 20th century. The façade has 
some faint images of a name indicating that at some stage it may have been a shop. It is great to see this building in 
good condition and being used. We admired the stone wall beside it with the two plant containers, built with 
limestone to match the building – the planting was a little weak. The seat made from recycled plastic looked fine and 
we were pleased to read some of the history of Knocklong on a sign nearby.  Other buildings such as Meade’s 
DayToday grocery shop looked well, and the adjacent car park was clean, although the bare concrete wall could be 
softened with climbing plants. The clothes recycling banks needed cleaning. The K17 Bistro building was 
well-painted and enhanced with hanging baskets. Nimo’s fast food enterprise is in a red brick building on another 
corner.
We stopped beside the community centre and spent some time reading the very interesting history of Knocklong.  
There is much information to read on these signs and indeed, probably too much, if people are in a hurry.  However, 
we now have phones with cameras and can easily take a picture of the signs and read the detail later.  When 
reviewing or refreshing the signs, you might consider reducing the text in favour of providing a QR code that can be 
accessed for people who wish to download it for studying later. The building and walls were well-painted.  We 
admired the planting here including lavender and noted the clematis climbing the lighting pole. The specimen of 
stag’s horn sumach in the adjacent garden caught our eye. Well done on getting new footpaths and public lighting.  
They are important for pedestrian safety. The DPack factory on Church Road looks well. The road to the GAA 
complex is landscaped with trees and shrubs on one side which helps to screen the palisade fence on the railway 
boundary. The old water pump is well-painted and sits in a paved area enclosed with a circular stone wall. We also 
saw the water pump on the triangular area on the hill.  Recycling banks nearby were clean and tidy.  The GAA 
entrance itself is discreetly done with climbing plants.
St Joseph’s church is on a corner with a cemetery surrounding it on two sides. The building and boundary walls are 
well-painted and looks great.  Having parking on both sides of the cemetery must be useful for services, including 
funerals.  The national school is a long building with a tower on one side and the road boundary is a rendered 
concrete block wall with parking facilities in front of the wall.  All looked very well.  Between the church and the 
school is the newly washed and painted grotto which is flanked by two specimens of hornbeam trees.  There is 
plenty of evidence of your painting of seats, buildings, walls everywhere, including the farm machinery displayed on 
the hill.
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expectations. Whatever about the building, the adjacent station yard is an eyesore, being used for storage of old 
truck trailers and cars, some of which appear to have passed their useful life.  The entrance piers are fine, one with 
the stone plaque about the rescue of Sean Hogan – it seems very much out of place now.  The cross is defined by 
several fine buildings of which Dooley’s Garage is the most prominent – it looks well.  The planting at the front is 
well-maintained, but the smaller planting scheme at the back of the site has some weeds that need removal. On the 
corner of the R515 there is an imposing limestone building with red brick dressing around doors and windows.  
Known as Stone House Flats, we understand that this was built at the beginning of the 20th century. The façade has 
some faint images of a name indicating that at some stage it may have been a shop. It is great to see this building in 
good condition and being used. We admired the stone wall beside it with the two plant containers, built with 
limestone to match the building – the planting was a little weak. The seat made from recycled plastic looked fine and 
we were pleased to read some of the history of Knocklong on a sign nearby.  Other buildings such as Meade’s 
DayToday grocery shop looked well, and the adjacent car park was clean, although the bare concrete wall could be 
softened with climbing plants. The clothes recycling banks needed cleaning. The K17 Bistro building was 
well-painted and enhanced with hanging baskets. Nimo’s fast food enterprise is in a red brick building on another 
corner.
We stopped beside the community centre and spent some time reading the very interesting history of Knocklong.  
There is much information to read on these signs and indeed, probably too much, if people are in a hurry.  However, 
we now have phones with cameras and can easily take a picture of the signs and read the detail later.  When 
reviewing or refreshing the signs, you might consider reducing the text in favour of providing a QR code that can be 
accessed for people who wish to download it for studying later. The building and walls were well-painted.  We 
admired the planting here including lavender and noted the clematis climbing the lighting pole. The specimen of 
stag’s horn sumach in the adjacent garden caught our eye. Well done on getting new footpaths and public lighting.  
They are important for pedestrian safety. The DPack factory on Church Road looks well. The road to the GAA 
complex is landscaped with trees and shrubs on one side which helps to screen the palisade fence on the railway 
boundary. The old water pump is well-painted and sits in a paved area enclosed with a circular stone wall. We also 
saw the water pump on the triangular area on the hill.  Recycling banks nearby were clean and tidy.  The GAA 
entrance itself is discreetly done with climbing plants.
St Joseph’s church is on a corner with a cemetery surrounding it on two sides. The building and boundary walls are 
well-painted and looks great.  Having parking on both sides of the cemetery must be useful for services, including 
funerals.  The national school is a long building with a tower on one side and the road boundary is a rendered 
concrete block wall with parking facilities in front of the wall.  All looked very well.  Between the church and the 
school is the newly washed and painted grotto which is flanked by two specimens of hornbeam trees.  There is 
plenty of evidence of your painting of seats, buildings, walls everywhere, including the farm machinery displayed on 
the hill.

We read your comments on last year’s report which suggested planting trees in the cemetery and respond. 
Wherever there are problems of trees and graves or headstones in a cemetery it is usually due to placing graves too 
close to trees.  Trees should be considered at the design stage and ideally planted before any graves are filled. 
There are different types and sizes of trees. Small trees such as mountain ash or birch would present no difficulty if 
planted in your cemetery and you ensure that burials do not take place within its canopy.  The trees will have a 
greater value when the cemetery is closed for burials.  We liked the planting of Cotoneaster horizontalis along the 
cemetery boundary and suggest that you could also plant some against the front wall of the car parks where in time 
they would soften the hard surface appearance and provide nectar for bees. If you decide to do that, please don’t 
use plant containers – plant them directly into the ground.
In the school grounds, we were disappointed to see about 6 young trees inside the boundary wall were dead – and 
another is not thriving.  Upon closer inspection, we noted that the bark at the stem base was damaged, and we 
wondered if it was caused by a lawnmower?  Ideally, young trees should have no vegetation for about a metre 
around the base and that can be achieved by mulching with straw or compost. It is also possible that the trees did 
not get sufficient watering for the roots in the first spring after planting.  That is a critical period for new trees.  We 
urge you to replant another line of trees next winter and suggest that you choose one species such as lime, maple, 
or birch to make the best impact.  Often, planting a tree is less difficult than the after care that they need for the first 
two years.  The school grounds are well-maintained, but we suggest reducing the mowing frequency for some 
sections to encourage wildflowers to develop. Well done on controlling ivy on trees, it is important to have a 
balance.

We saw the goat field on the way to the GAA grounds and noted that the seat is in place.  It is great that you are 
conscious of the bee keeper in your area and consequently are aware of the need to support bees and other 
pollinating insects by reducing the frequency of mowing roadside margins and trimming hedges at the appropriate 
time. You are aware of wildlife habitats in your area and are promoting them for walking routes.  It is great that the 
GAA have provided safe and interesting nature walkways around their pitches.  Increasing awareness of nature is 
important under this heading – we noticed the bird panel at the top of the hill. Well done on the planting of 
herbaceous perennial plant for pollinators and to attract wildlife and for changing your maintenance for the same 
purpose. You can also raise awareness through holding events such as hedgerow walks or bat walks. Contact the 
Irish Wildlife Trust for more information.

Items mentioned under this heading include the Rural Bus Service and Local Link weekly trips to Kilmallock, 
Charleville and to Limerick at a reduced fare which encourages the locals to use thereby cutting down on vehicles 
on the road. Also, the extra bus routes from Limerick to Mitchelstown. We saw the Clothes Banks at different places 
in the village. In the school, a book rental scheme operates, and they use digital means of communicating with 
parents.  Metal and battery collections take place, and you have a mobile library which visits weekly.  The active 
retirement group use wool, paint etc. for their arts and crafts in Cleeve House.  Sales of local honey and jam as well 
as a car boot sale takes place, and the crib was made by the Men’s Shed group from old timber. The community of 
Knocklong has created a sustainable energy community and will work closely with their community partners to 
ensure cross community inclusion. Community buildings will be assessed first which includes the Community 
Centre, Dressing Rooms in the Community Field, Cleeve House, and the School. We look forward to an update next 
year. Some residents have solar panels on their houses and water butts for plant containers.  You are propagating 
plants from cuttings and saved seed.  Remember that some plants, known as F1 hybrids will not be successful from 
your saved seed.
For more helpful tips and case studies from other Tidy Towns entrants please look at http://localprevention.
ie/tidy-towns/. Under this criterion, there are several more projects that if undertaken could gain more marks.  
Therefore, we suggest you consult the handbook on the following link for more ideas on projects under this criterion. 
https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/handbook/

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



The annual Team Limerick Clean-up had over 40 people both young and old taking part.  You also had the An 
Taisce, Spring Clean-up in May.  You empty the litter bins on Mondays and Limerick Co. Co. collect the rubbish.  
You pick litter daily and maintain the areas around the recycling banks. You are diligent in removing advertising 
posters and cable ties and are considering having dog fouling signs erected.  Kerbside weeds are generally ok, but 
we saw some around the triangle on the hill.  You are unfortunate to have three major areas of untidiness, the area 
of the former hotel and the adjoining yard, between the old creamery site and Station Close estate and the derelict 
buildings (former commercial centre).  It would be great if some progress can take place on improving these sites in 
the coming years.

Charleville and to Limerick at a reduced fare which encourages the locals to use thereby cutting down on vehicles 
on the road. Also, the extra bus routes from Limerick to Mitchelstown. We saw the Clothes Banks at different places 
in the village. In the school, a book rental scheme operates, and they use digital means of communicating with 
parents.  Metal and battery collections take place, and you have a mobile library which visits weekly.  The active 
retirement group use wool, paint etc. for their arts and crafts in Cleeve House.  Sales of local honey and jam as well 
as a car boot sale takes place, and the crib was made by the Men’s Shed group from old timber. The community of 
Knocklong has created a sustainable energy community and will work closely with their community partners to 
ensure cross community inclusion. Community buildings will be assessed first which includes the Community 
Centre, Dressing Rooms in the Community Field, Cleeve House, and the School. We look forward to an update next 
year. Some residents have solar panels on their houses and water butts for plant containers.  You are propagating 
plants from cuttings and saved seed.  Remember that some plants, known as F1 hybrids will not be successful from 
your saved seed.
For more helpful tips and case studies from other Tidy Towns entrants please look at http://localprevention.
ie/tidy-towns/. Under this criterion, there are several more projects that if undertaken could gain more marks.  
Therefore, we suggest you consult the handbook on the following link for more ideas on projects under this criterion. 
https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/handbook/

We liked the houses on the left-hand side, approaching the GAA complex.  They were well-painted, and most 
gardens had some trees, shrubs and/or hedges. The same type of houses is around the corner on Church Road, 
and they look equally well. The Curraheen estate is a small scheme on the R513 to Mitchelstown.  The entrance is 
marked with a white seat beside some planting – which almost conceals the estate name. Beside the seat is a 
junction box for electricity purposes – it would make an interesting feature if some artist spent some time changing 
its appearance. Garden walls are all painted white and entrance piers are limestone. We were pleased to see that 
many gardens had established evergreen and deciduous trees planted which greatly enhanced the scheme. 
Elsewhere, it was clear that residents have great pride in their homes and gardens

On our approach from Emly, the distance signs were dirty and the farm gate opposite them needed painting - the 
statutory sign was almost hidden with grass. On the Limerick Road, the statutory sign was well-placed on a height to 
be easily read. The heritage welcome sign looked well, but the small site immediately behind it needed weeding. On 
the approach from Mitchelstown, the heritage sign looks well in the semi-circular stone bed.  Well done on keeping 
signs clean.  It was clear that a small margin is well-maintained to highlight your aim of adopting the correct 
maintenance regime that encourages wildflowers.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

You are aware of what is needed to improve Knocklong and are making great efforts to have it looking its best.  We 
hope that plans for improving the few derelict areas progress in the coming years.  We enjoyed our visit to 
Knocklong and hope that you find our comments and suggestion helpful for future projects.  Keep up the good work.


