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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2023. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.  Adh Mór....
Cappamore is welcome to this year’s competition, and we note that this is the eleventh year of participation.  Your 
committee of 11 members have another 12 volunteers who help with projects on the ground. You are supported by 
Limerick Co. Co. and the following agencies - Tús, Fás, Ballyhoura Development, JP McManus Team Limerick 
Clean-up, Cappamore Cooperative Stores, The Estates Committees, Fleming Woodcraft, Cappamore Building 
Supplies, Spar/Texaco Filling Station. For communications you use Facebook, as well as the Limerick Leader 
newspaper and the mass newsletter.  Your hi viz jackets with the ‘Tidy Towns Volunteer’ log on the back, are also 
promotional.  You engage with the schools through the teacher on your committee and the local school does a litter 
pick every week around the school and in the village.  The GAA and soccer clubs also help, and the local youth 
worker helped to get bike racks installed at St Mary’s Park. We read your three-year plan which has very little 
information on projects for 2023.  It seems that you are using the plan to record when projects are completed, rather 
than when you expect to have them completed.
Your specific project for this year is the resurfacing of the wall/bridge with stone and following your lobbying efforts, 
a derelict house on Moore Street is now under construction. Well done on the map of your area with project 
numbers marked for our attention. It would help a great deal if you could include the legend on the same page with 
just a title of the project.
We recommend that you read the revised handbook which has guidance and project ideas on all eight criteria.  It is 
available at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/handbook/
Our journey to Cappamore was disrupted because of diversions, so we entered via the Doon Road and discovered 
that a small bridge over the stream (number 10 on your map) is an essential link between east and west of the 
village. Thankfully, pedestrian access was possible and facilitated our visit.
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You have made great progress with Limerick County Council in having derelict houses/sites improved.  Every owner 
of a derelict site/house in the village has been notified.  Some have been tidied up, some have been brought back 
into use, others have been sold and are pending development while a small number is still going through the 
process. Mulcair Veterinary Clinic was nicely painted in blue and white colours - the large car park would benefit 
from some trees. Beside it, a long rusty roof on an adjoining site would look better if it were painted. The limerick 
College of Further Education comprises a large complex on the corner at the western end of the town.  There are 
some trees in the grounds, one of which is dead.  Some younger trees are planted inside the boundary wall at the 
rear of the site.  There is scope for further tree planting to assist with the further education programme. The 
Texaco/Spar enterprise looks very new and clean.  What is missing is some landscape treatment.
St Michael’s church in the centre of the village and was well decorated with green and white bunting to celebrate the 
county’s success in the All-Ireland Hurling final a few weeks earlier. The front boundary is a wall and low railing and 
the stone in the wall matches the stone used in the building – it looks well. Shrubs growing inside the front wall 
added enhancement.  Most houses in the main street were well-painted; one had three well-planted hanging 
baskets of red flowers.  At the bottom of the street, the premises of T. O’Dwyer was painted in blueish grey and 
white and had 8 hanging baskets. Another building we admired was a two-storey, stone faced house with red brick 
around doors and windows; it was enhanced with window box floral displays. Ryans Pharmacy and beside it, 
Cosgrave’s premises both were well-painted.  The convent grounds and Scoil Chaitríona is a fine complex with 
large grounds between the road and the buildings.  Has any consideration been given to bringing the view of the 
grounds out to the street?  It would make a major visual difference to the appearance of Cappamore. The new 
footpaths on Moore Street are quite an improvement.
East of the small river is the Fire Station, the very modern Library building, the Sports complex and further out the 
road, the GAA complex. The library consists of a new extension to the Old Boys National School.  It looks very well, 
but unfortunately, we were unable to look inside. The Fire Station is a fine complex and what impressed us greatly 
were the fine specimens of trees in this vicinity.  The well-maintained grotto is between the Fire Station and the 
library. We admired the coursed random rubble limestone screen wall on the curved section of road. The Bridge Inn 
on the corner looks very well with red brick facing at ground level and the upper storey decorated with a Tudor style 
timber feature. The Sports complex of buildings and playing fields includes a large tarmacadamed yard for parking. 
There is a strong contrast between the landscape treatment of the Fire Station and the absence of any planting at 
the Sports complex. When the complex was at the planning stage, there should have been requirements for a 
landscape plan and even if that was not the case, we advise that a landscape professional be engaged to prepare a 
landscape scheme for implementation. The GAA grounds present a very hard façade of a concrete wall in a rural 
area.  We support the comments made in the report by last year’s adjudicator who advised that the GAA boundary 
should be softened by plants.
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Texaco/Spar enterprise looks very new and clean.  What is missing is some landscape treatment.
St Michael’s church in the centre of the village and was well decorated with green and white bunting to celebrate the 
county’s success in the All-Ireland Hurling final a few weeks earlier. The front boundary is a wall and low railing and 
the stone in the wall matches the stone used in the building – it looks well. Shrubs growing inside the front wall 
added enhancement.  Most houses in the main street were well-painted; one had three well-planted hanging 
baskets of red flowers.  At the bottom of the street, the premises of T. O’Dwyer was painted in blueish grey and 
white and had 8 hanging baskets. Another building we admired was a two-storey, stone faced house with red brick 
around doors and windows; it was enhanced with window box floral displays. Ryans Pharmacy and beside it, 
Cosgrave’s premises both were well-painted.  The convent grounds and Scoil Chaitríona is a fine complex with 
large grounds between the road and the buildings.  Has any consideration been given to bringing the view of the 
grounds out to the street?  It would make a major visual difference to the appearance of Cappamore. The new 
footpaths on Moore Street are quite an improvement.
East of the small river is the Fire Station, the very modern Library building, the Sports complex and further out the 
road, the GAA complex. The library consists of a new extension to the Old Boys National School.  It looks very well, 
but unfortunately, we were unable to look inside. The Fire Station is a fine complex and what impressed us greatly 
were the fine specimens of trees in this vicinity.  The well-maintained grotto is between the Fire Station and the 
library. We admired the coursed random rubble limestone screen wall on the curved section of road. The Bridge Inn 
on the corner looks very well with red brick facing at ground level and the upper storey decorated with a Tudor style 
timber feature. The Sports complex of buildings and playing fields includes a large tarmacadamed yard for parking. 
There is a strong contrast between the landscape treatment of the Fire Station and the absence of any planting at 
the Sports complex. When the complex was at the planning stage, there should have been requirements for a 
landscape plan and even if that was not the case, we advise that a landscape professional be engaged to prepare a 
landscape scheme for implementation. The GAA grounds present a very hard façade of a concrete wall in a rural 
area.  We support the comments made in the report by last year’s adjudicator who advised that the GAA boundary 
should be softened by plants.

The main structural elements in the landscape are trees and you have many good examples in and around 
Cappamore, some have already been mentioned in the last section.  However, it seems to this adjudicator that you 
are focusing on other aspects of landscaping and not trees.  The streetscape is the first place to consider planting 
trees – with the support and assistance of Limerick Co. Co.  It entails a visual survey followed by a survey of 
underground and overground services. When you plant trees, you are making a difference for long term benefit. The 
line of trees in front of Dromsally Woods is an example of what can be achieved elsewhere on the street. In planting 
new trees, it is best to use a single species on a road or street for uniformity.   There are some fine specimens of 
trees in the Inse Bui estates which we admired, and we suggest there is scope for planting more on the open space 
in the adjoining Mullally estates. The grotto looked well. We have noted the extent of work undertaken to provide 
boxes of seasonal flowers on the top of the stone wall opposite the convent grounds. The work is of a high standard, 
and the well clipped hedge is providing greenery at this location.  Please note that there are 28 pages of information 
and tips on this criterion in the handbook.

Well done on the work at Riverside Park to prevent access by humans and dogs. Please advise us on progress in 
the years to come. You have installed bird boxes, bat roosts and owl boxes in local haybarns – well done on these 
initiatives.  Thanks for the information on otters and trout in the river, as well as kingfishers, grey wagtail, dippers 
and visiting swans.  It is disappointing to learn about dumping happening at bridges.  Have you discussed the 
possibility of CCTV with Limerick Co. Co., to help identify the offenders or at least to scare them from this 
unsociable practice?  For more information on suitable projects under this heading, we advise consulting the 
handbook. Raise awareness through holding events such as hedgerow walks or bat walks. Contact the Irish Wildlife 
Trust for more information.

The Annual Team Limerick Clean-Up was well attended with over 100 people picking litter across the parish. You 
are fortunate to have a FÁS operative collecting litter every day.   Littering in the village you have identified, is 
largely the careless disposal of sweet and fast-food wrappings, cigarette debris etc. Have you asked the litter 
warden from Limerick Co. Co., to assist in this task by speaking with shop keepers about managing litter bins 
outside their premises – to see if that would help ease the problem.  Volunteers pick litter on approach roads on 
Saturday mornings.  It is usually litter thrown from passing cars. Local GAA and FAI club players pick litter in the 
vicinity of their pitches during training sessions.  There was some debris at the recycling banks on Moore Street. In 
Mullally Lawn, the corner planting for wildlife with supporting signage looks untidy because of dead ivy on an 
adjacent roof and kerbside weeds.

We noted that you don’t have initiatives under this heading this year. This criterion was introduced in more recent 
years under different titles, but it has become very important because of the issue of climate change and how 
human activity has been a major reason for global warming, leading to serious flooding in Ireland and other 
countries. Many of the activities in the other criteria, such as planting trees can help to mitigate the impact of climate 
change, but there are several other projects that can also contribute, and these can be found in the handbook. 
Therefore, we suggest you consult the handbook on the following link for more ideas on projects under this criterion. 
https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/handbook/  
For more helpful tips and case studies from other Tidy Towns entrants please look at http://localprevention.
ie/tidy-towns/

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



Mullally Lawn, the corner planting for wildlife with supporting signage looks untidy because of dead ivy on an 
adjacent roof and kerbside weeds.

The Mullally housing estates are well managed, and some residents have taken a special interest in their front 
gardens. One garden in Mullally Grove has devoted the front garden to statues of farm animals - we counted ten 
little animal statues – the goat and hen statues were actual size, but most of the others were smaller than actual 
size. This garden must be a favourite for local children. The open spaces are well-maintained, but we advise that 
some sections be managed for wildflowers which means reducing the frequency of mowing the grass in those 
sections.  We also note that a few trees have square raised beds around the base of the stems.  That is not a good 
idea because any flowers planted there will have to compete with the roots of the trees for nutrients and moisture 
and as the trees grow, their leaf canopy will reduce the light getting to the flowers and the beds will become full of 
tree roots.  Flower beds should be in full sunlight away from shade. The small grotto is well-maintained.  As 
mentioned earlier in this report, there are excellent lines of trees within the Inse Bui estate. Elsewhere, most 
residents take great pride in their homes and gardens.

The attractive bilingual welcome signs on the approach roads are high quality. The statutory signs are also fine but 
beneath the one of the Doon Road, the brown sign for the Bilboa River was dirty.  We suggest that both signs 
should be mounted at higher levels on new poles.  On the road to the GAA grounds, someone had twisted one of 
the 50 and 60 kph speed signs. Between the Mulcair Veterinary site and the Cappamore Building Supplies site there 
are some directional signs which are very close to ground level. A small, raised bed of stone is planted with flowers.  
We suggest that the directional signs be put on new poles and raised much higher to provide better visibility of them 
for drivers.  The entire little island could then be planted with shrubs/herbaceous perennial plants for seasonal 
colour.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Cappamore has some lovely features and some areas that need attention to improve the town’s appearance.  There 
are also areas such as the convent grounds which are hidden from view and if that were changed, it would be of 
great benefit visually, for the town. Well done on your efforts to have your community looking its best and we hope 
you find our comments and suggestions helpful for future projects.  Keep up the good work.


