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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2023. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.  Adh Mór. 
Thank you for your entry despite unforeseen circumstances placing pressure on your group getting the submission 
collated. We appreciate your continued involvement in the Tidy Towns competition. While your core committee is 
small you clearly can round up the troops when required as evidenced by the group of 45 who partook in the Team 
Limerick Cleanup. It is a wonderful opportunity to meet up afterwards for a cuppa and chat. Your ability to reach the 
community through traditional means of communication in addition to social media is fantastic. The variety and 
number of activities held at the Community Centre indicates a vibrant community and it is heartening to see all ages 
from toddler to retired catered for within the various events. Well done on agreeing to host the Sustainable 
Gardening Course for 50 attendees. It is an excellent opportunity to share ideas & create a wider network.  Having 
looked at the National Schools online presence, it is difficult to ascertain if both schools are active in the Green 
Schools Programme – Mary Queen of Ireland last updated in late 2018 re Global Citizenship – Litter & Waste & 
while Christ the King had one litter pick event. Some communities ask the schools to provide a brief synopsis of 
their activities under the Green Schools Programme for inclusion in the Tidy Towns annual submission. We note 
your plans to upgrade the map for 2024 and look forward to receiving it next year.
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Caherdavin Community Centre is an intriguing building from a design perspective. Great use has been made of the 
side areas with the raised beds of flowers & vegetables on view as one approaches and the secluded memory 
garden on the opposite side. There was a good mix of perennials and annuals that despite the weather were 
showing lots of colour and thriving. 
Caherdavin Church with its lovely contemporary style is well maintained and the tree lined area in front, the lawns to 
the sides and back and the photinia hedging help soften the hard surfacing of the car park and Church environs.
Mary Queen of Ireland National School is well maintained although it is a lost opportunity that there is no green 
space allocated in front. Christ the King Boys National School occupies a sizeable corner site and the tree lined 
avenue complements the green area. We note there are invitations presently out to tender for architect consultancy 
services for a special needs unit project there.  
Caherdavin Scout Group Hall has added interest to their site with the kaleidoscope of colours on the railings.
The Greenhills Hotel complex has a wonderful tree lined entrance, stonewalls and fence posting and it is evident 
time is spent maintaining the grounds to a good standard.
Caherdavin Shopping Centre occupies a prominent position at the entrance to the area. We note the large corner 
site is vacant and they are actively seeking an occupier. Once occupied it would be hoped they would attend to the 
railing. We understand from local media there are plans to site the much awaited playground in the green area in 
front.
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railing. We understand from local media there are plans to site the much awaited playground in the green area in 
front.

Well done on maintaining the community centre greens and we note your desire to retain the tyre planters following 
last year’s adjudicator’s comments. Perhaps test the water with the conversion of one to a mounded area and 
monitor the reaction of the community. The timber framed planters on the lead in to the Community Centre present 
a nice pop of summer colour from the bedding plants. The birch trees here no longer require the supports in place 
due to their maturity. The trees cum bushes on the other side of the path would benefit from pruning in order to 
regain their shape. A chat with your Local Environmental Officer or the Environmental section of the local council is 
the best approach.
The existence of the raised beds in the allotment area demonstrates what can be achieved in a small space. The 
memory garden with its raised central bed, surrounding seating & landscaped green areas is a lovely tranquil space. 
With the space available, is there a need for all the containers lining the building and on the walls here? It is an 
onerous task watering this number of containers. The park behind the memory garden presents a wonderful 
community amenity and we noticed there was no name on either pier as one entered the park. The installation of 
signage and a map of the park would be helpful. Pobal may be able to assist here with grants. It was lovely to see 
the edges of the vast green areas mowed and the rest left as long meadows. There were numerous swallows 
feeding over the area.
“John’s Patch” was a hive of activity on adjudication day as the short meadow was being cut, raked and tidied. The 
two flowerbeds were awash with colourful blooms.
It appeared the raised beds at the church were receiving attention, as some of the shrubs had been cut and 
sections of the ground dug. Some infill planting here would reduce the need for digging as the plants grew and 
spread out. The wildflower beds at the front entrance were blooming although the bindweed was taking hold, not 
unexpected after weeks of rain. It is imperative that the wildflower seeds sown are native and not imported in order 
that invasive species are not introduced to the locality. It would be advisable here too to remove many of the stakes 
and ties around the beech trees, as they are no longer required and if left in place will damage the trees.

You are to be commended for recognizing this is an area in which you need additional assistance and undertaking a 
sustainable gardening course will provide you with the skill set to make lasting changes. Once you settle in to using 
your skills, you might then consider having a Local Biodiversity Action Plan completed and there is funding in place 
through the Local Biodiversity Action Fund. Again, make contact with your Local Environmental Officer or Local 
Biodiversity Officer at the local council.
 It is clear you are already on the right path as it was wonderful to see so many perennials in the raised beds at the 
Community Centre – dianthus, lupins, osteospermum and the area left unmown out front with signage referencing 
the reason. Your range of heathers around the centre is fantastic for early wakening insect life. Do let us know next 
year, the results of your monitoring of the bee hotel, nest boxes and bat boxes. Are they occupied & by whom? 
Birdwatch Ireland Limerick branch are a very active volunteer group and have provided excellent assistance to Tidy 
Towns groups in the past. You never know perhaps one of the members is a Caherdavin resident 
https://www.facebook.com/birdwatchlimerick/ Bat Conservation Ireland have a local group, Limerick Bat Group (City 
& County) who work with community organizations interested in bat conservation. A Walk & Talk by both of these 
groups would be a fun and engaging activity for community members. It may provide an opportunity to have some 
Transition Year students involved in carrying out surveys under expert advice.
As you have an active social media platform, you have the opportunity to inform and educate the community on this 
topic and encourage them to become citizen scientists. The National Biodiversity Data Centre is a fantastic resource 
for Tidy towns groups and there are many surveys you could promote e.g. the annual Irish Garden Bird survey 
taking place annually in November/December; https://birdwatchireland.
ie/our-work/surveys-research/research-surveys/irish-garden-bird-survey/ the Flower Timed Insect (FIT) count  - a 
fun and engaging 10 minute activity for families with the option of using an app 
https://biodiversityireland.ie/surveys/fit-counts/ or the Urban Squirrel Survey. https://biodiversityireland.
ie/surveys/the-urban-squirrel-survey/

Your continued water harvesting especially during the driest June on record must have delighted you as you are 
saving significant volumes, 37,440 litres annually. This is an initiative to highlight on your social media platform and 
encourage residents to follow your action. Perhaps you could share a video on how to install a water butt for those 
who make aspire to but lack the confidence or skill. There are lots of DIY videos online.
It is fantastic you can demonstrate at the Community Centre how you are reducing the energy usage there through 
the replacement of incandescent lighting with LED and timers on radiators. Again, do highlight these energy saving 
measures on social media. It will be interesting to see how much of a change there is, year on year, in your energy 
consumption. Similarly, the use of crockery instead of disposable receptacles displays your reusable mindset even if 
there is more work involved.
As stated earlier, you have a sustainable gardening mindset and encouraging local residents to share excess 
perennial plants is a great way to connect and share skills. As you clearly have experienced gardeners, have you 
considered running some workshops demonstrating how to sow, propagate, divide and harvest plants and 
vegetables? In many cases, community members are willing however lack the confidence and skills. A Plant Swap 
event might be a good way to gauge interest and make connections with new residents.
It is great to see a new repair business set up shop in Caherdavin and better still that it is listed on 
www.repairmystuff.ie 
We look forward to hearing and seeing the changes you make following your Sustainable Gardening course. 
Food waste is an area where there is so much potential e.g. Greenhills Hotel have the skilled professionals who 
might be happy to do a demonstration locally on how to reduce food waste or on the creation of healthy, low cost 
meals etc. There may be third level students, Caherdavin residents, who are enrolled in environmental and 
sustainability studies who are seeking projects and would be happy to get involved with your group.
ChangeX is a great platform for ideas in this area as well as occasional funding. www.changex.org

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



Congratulations on winning the judges special award for “Best Litter Management in a Large Residential Area” at 
the Going for Gold Final in October last year. Based on your social media posts, you have residents from 8 to 88 
keeping Caherdavin looking clean and tidy, a wonderful example of community spirit.
It is heartening to hear you are seeing a reduction in litter collected at the Team Limerick Cleanup, year on year. 
Many communities find that the less litter to be seen, the less littering takes place. Your twice weekly litter picks are 
evidently making a difference. Have you considered asking each road’s residents to take collective responsibility for 
monitoring and collecting litter in order to reduce your workload? You could introduce a competition in order to 
create interest and instill some friendly rivalry!
An annual audit of street furniture is a good strategy and after the initial work involved is completed, it is a 
streamlined job thereafter. The types of items to look out for are redundant poles, obscured signage, redundant 
signage, seating requiring attention, bollards and lighting standards needing painting, blocked gulleys etc. Once 
collated, you can then decide what needs to be referred to the local council and what, as a community, can be 
tackled locally.

www.repairmystuff.ie 
We look forward to hearing and seeing the changes you make following your Sustainable Gardening course. 
Food waste is an area where there is so much potential e.g. Greenhills Hotel have the skilled professionals who 
might be happy to do a demonstration locally on how to reduce food waste or on the creation of healthy, low cost 
meals etc. There may be third level students, Caherdavin residents, who are enrolled in environmental and 
sustainability studies who are seeking projects and would be happy to get involved with your group.
ChangeX is a great platform for ideas in this area as well as occasional funding. www.changex.org

It does seem remarkable that a playground does not exist in such a large residential area. Well done on engaging 
with the local council in relation to this matter and based on what your adjudicator read in the local media your 
perseverance has paid dividends. The Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme and the Play and Recreation 
Grant Scheme have been used by some groups to source funding for similar endeavours. Both of these schemes 
give particular focus to inclusion and access in order that children with diverse range of needs can avail of the play 
facilities together with their peers. 
Many of the homes and gardens in Caherdavin are maintained to a very good standard and it was noted that there 
were several where construction work was underway. 
On adjudication day, there was work underway on the footpaths across from Christ the King Boys National School.
It was noted there were many green areas interspersed between the various named drives and roads. You have 
tremendous potential for further tree planting and there are a number of volunteer led groups that work with 
communities to create mini forests and increased tree canopies. Some of these include Pocket Forests 
www.pocketforests.ie Easy Treesie www.easytreesie.com and Trees on the Land www.treesontheland.com and in 
many cases they will assist with funding. An initiative like this in conjunction with the local council during National 
Tree Week would be a fantastic community event.
Has consideration been given to removing the containers under the signage posts to each drive or road and planting 
in the ground inside? Again this will reduce maintenance & watering requirements.

The entrance to the estate from the Greenhills Hotel side presents one with an expansive green communal space 
and as indicated last year, hedging would soften the vastness. A perennial bed with a Caherdavin bilingual sign 
here would present a lovely welcome. There may be funding available for this initiative under the Maintenance of 
Open Spaces in Housing Development Grant.
The Fáilte signage at the main entrance looks well although we wonder if it is a little low and thus may be missed. 
The containers either side could be replaced with mounded beds thus reducing watering and regular maintenance.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Well done on your endeavours and it is heartening to see so much activity. We wish you well in your future plans 
and seeing the learnings from your planned courses put into practice. It would be hoped that the planned 
playground moves into a construction phase from plans on paper.


