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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2023. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.  Adh Mór....
Welcome to the 2023 SuperValu TidyTowns competition and we thank you for your application form including 
photographs, a map with key buildings and areas marked and your Tuamgraney Development Association Plan 
2023-2025 which gives a list of Actions and Projects under each category of the Tidy Towns competition.
Your committee of 9 has an additional 16 who are called upon when help is needed. We see that you have divided 
your committee into sub-groups who take ownership and lead various projects.  We commend you for this 
approach.  You have a number of fundraising and social events which you run at various times of the year where 
the community support you.  You list a large number of state, semi-state, private, business and community groups 
who help you financially and with advice. 
You have a dedicated email address and a Facebook Page – well done on this active social media presence. In 
addition, you inform the community of your activities using the ‘traditional’ methods – monthly meetings which are 
open to the whole community, parish newsletter, notices/posters, local radio, newspapers, etc.  With three schools 
in your community, you have encouraged the formation of a Junior Tidy Towns committee.   Your involvement in 
TidyTowns for the past 26 years shows the commitment of your volunteers to Tuamgraney and we have no doubt 
that this commitment is appreciated by the whole community as it has made the village a ‘better place to LIVE, 
WORK and VISIT’.
Please see Concluding Remarks for advice on the application form and map.
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The village, which was well presented, begins at the bridge in Scariff and ends at the Famine Graveyard on the 
Ennis Road (R352) and at the picnic benches past the Community Woodland on the Killaloe Road (R463). This is 
quite a large area to cover in terms of your committee and volunteers' work.  Individual houses, farmyards, 
businesses etc line the roads as we make our way through your community terminating in the centre of the village 
where a small community park is located. Tuamgraney Castle stands proud in the center of the village and in 
addition there are quite a number of buildings of historical/architectural merit – St. Joseph’s RC church, the Garda 
Station, The East Clare Heritage Centre (St. Cronan’s CofI Church), The Famine Workhouse walls and remaining 
sections of buildings.  We noticed a number of beautiful flat iron gates in the village and a V.R. postbox on the 
remains of the Famine Workhouse boundary walls.  Have you a Heritage Trail for your village? This is a project to 
be undertaken at some stage – perhaps get assistance for the local Community School children and make it a 
Transition Year project?  Your Key Project sounds extremely ambitious – A Community Hub – and we wish you the 
very best as you progress in this.  As you correctly stated, such an ambitious project will take time to see completed.  
We noted the commemorative plaque to Padraig Ó Cadhla and this now joins the commemorative plaque of Edna 
O’Brien your other famous writer.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2023
Adjudication Report
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement
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Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:
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We noted the commemorative plaque to Padraig Ó Cadhla and this now joins the commemorative plaque of Edna 
O’Brien your other famous writer.

The village centre has a very pleasant communal garden – the East Clare Memorial Park /The Green – which you 
maintain.  We admired the variety of shrubs and trees and loved the large section of carboniferous limestone which 
you retained.  There is also the crucifixion scene, the picnic area, the little bridge and a variety of seating areas.  We 
see that the edges of the roadside grass margins are trimmed and that you leave the remaining grass areas to grow 
as a source of food and shelter.  Please ensure that your CE workers know this is what’s required. The stone 
surround planting beds looked good and had a variety of pollinator friendly flowers. Scariff Harbour Extension with 
its wide waterway, large green space and variety of trees is very pleasant. The name on the Scariff Harbour 
Extension needs to be repainted – we suggest that you use white paint as this stands out best on Limestone, 
making the name easier to read.  The variety of trees planted in the Famine Memorial Park (An Casaoireach) 
represent the indigenous trees of County Clare.  A stark reminder to our harsh history is the large soup pot on 
display.  The colourful planting along the walls which gives access to The Barn was admired, please commend the 
owner of this business.  Nuala’s, the East Clare Trading Post and other commercial properties also had very 
pleasant pollinator friendly floral displays.

Set in rural Clare your village has a great variety of habitats – stone walls, hedgerows, farms, woodlands and the 
Croaghrum River.  We note that your grass cutting régime on the approach roads is carried out with a view to 
assisting biodiversity by increasing the wildflowers and grasses. You have also changed the régime in the grass 
areas that you cut throughout the village and cut less frequently than previously which also allows dandelions, 
clover etc to flower.   You have worked with the Green Team in Scariff Community College and in the other two 
schools.  We read that you are working on a variety of projects with Tuamgraney National School, one of which is to 
map habitats in the village.  This is wonderful as the children will learn about the richness of their local area.  We 
look forward to seeing this completed. You have also provided them with seeds which they’ve planted; now awaiting 
the harvest! Are there any activities/projects aimed at the adult population of the village? This is an area which you 
might examine.

We read that you took part in the An Taisce Spring Clean Up in April and had quite a number of volunteers helping 
on the day.  We noted your ‘Clean-Up’ sign inviting volunteers to come and help every Tuesday from 7-8pm and we 
hope that members of the community volunteer every now and then with some on a more regular basis.  When we 
visited the village was virtually litter free but weed growth was noted in a few areas.  We suggest that the litter pick 
up volunteers also become weed removal volunteers and ask them to bring a hoe or wire brush and to also remove 
weed growth.  The gravel areas can be sprayed with organic weed killer or a mix of vinegar, salt and washing up 
liquid.  There were a number of poles where we assume hanging baskets had previously hung.  If this is not to recur 
these poles should all be removed as they are now obtrusive in the streetscape.  The black timber seat in the 
Memorial Park needs to be repainted before the timber begins to rot.  It’s good that the school children help in 
collecting litter in the Memorial Park as it will discourage them from dropping litter when they are out socially.  We 
walked along the path to the Community Woodland and found that the grass is encroaching on the path in a few 
areas.  This needs to be trimmed and the pathway maintained.  The sign at the entrance needs to be cleaned. We 
admired your information signs (woodland, lime kiln and in the village) but we probably wouldn’t have selected lilac 
for the support poles as they should be background to the information and not an obtrusive feature.

This category has become increasingly important in the tidy towns competition as it now has a marks allocation of 
55 – the same amount as the key categories of nature and biodiversity, residential streets and housing areas and 
approach roads, streets and lanes. Tidy towns committees are encouraged to try and prevent the generation of 
waste when carrying out their day-to-day activities. This is a category where many community groups struggle but 
truthfully it is just about being aware of how we use the resources of the planet so that we cut down on our waste.  
We see that you support the annual Clothes Collection in the village. The recycling centre in Scariff is close to 
Tuamgraney and the community use this facility.  Having an EV public charge point in local communities is 
something that will be needed as we see the number of EV cars being introduced in Ireland.  These are being 
installed slowly but we have seen a huge increase in the numbers we have seen this year.    We note that some 
members have water butts which they use for watering plants. 
We suggest you consult the Tidy Towns Handbook which has been recently revised. It is available to download from 
the Tidy Towns website. It includes plenty of suggestions for suitable projects to consider under this and all 
categories. Also contact the Environmental Officer in Clare Co Co who will inform you of talks/events which you 
could attend to learn more about Sustainability – doing more with less.

The houses on the approach roads are a mix of bungalows, dormers and two storey farmhouses set in individual 
sites. All were well maintained and those with gardens had trees, shrubs and colourful floral displays with great 
varieties of pollinator friendly planting.  There are six semi-detached dormer houses across for the Community 
School some of which still retain their original architectural form and details.  It’s disappointing to see some in a 
state of disrepair and hopefully this is temporary as they are quite beautiful.  The houses on the wide section of road 
are well maintained and had beautiful floral displays. We read that you are in contact with Clare Co Co regarding 3 
derelict sites in the village; we suggest that these houses be added to your list. We love the idea of a ‘Welcome 
Pack’ which you give to all new people who come to reside in the village which gives details of all things local.  We 
admired the sign for Drewsborough House – very pretty. 
We also noted that many of the houses in the village had small vegetable plots in their gardens – excellent.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



are well maintained and had beautiful floral displays. We read that you are in contact with Clare Co Co regarding 3 
derelict sites in the village; we suggest that these houses be added to your list. We love the idea of a ‘Welcome 
Pack’ which you give to all new people who come to reside in the village which gives details of all things local.  We 
admired the sign for Drewsborough House – very pretty. 
We also noted that many of the houses in the village had small vegetable plots in their gardens – excellent.

The R352 passes through the village and as we enter the village from the east the roadway increases in width 
(approximately at the entrance to Drewsborough House). We witnessed cars increasing their speed when they 
came to this wider carriageway and query if some buildouts might be considered to reduce the width of this 
roadway, between here and the Green, to make it safer.  Trees to be planted in the buildouts which would also help 
biodiversity and make the streetscape more pleasant.  The road surface was good in most areas but road markings 
are quite worn, particularly at junctions and at the pedestrian crossing at the Memorial Park.  We admired the 
pathway extending from the village towards Ennis behind the timber fencing. It would be good if it extended the 
whole way to the GAA grounds so that people could use it to access the grounds on foot/bicycle safely.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

This was our first visit to your village, and we wish to compliment you for the care and attention you give to your 
local community.  We thoroughly enjoyed the Audio Visual in the Heritage Centre. We found it very informative and 
excellent that visitors can enter and control the mechanism themselves … hopefully all leave a small donation. 
You need to make reference to the Sustainable Development Goals and to tell us how your projects relate to them. 
Tidy Towns in conjunction with Limerick City and County Council ran a webinar on the SDGs in 2021 and the 
presentation is worth reading as it will be helpful for you.  
The link is : https://www.limerick.
ie/sites/default/files/media/documents/2021-03/sustainable-development-goals-helpful-hints.pdf
In terms of your Tidy Town’s application form you will have seen that we requested that applicants would number 
their projects as, new projects (N), or improved/maintained projects (M) giving each project a number.  These are 
then transferred to the map which is to assist the adjudicator locate the various projects.  This not a criticism of your 
work but to explain to you that as adjudicators we rely on a clear application form and accompanying map to inform 
us of your projects and make our visit rewarding.   
Thank you for entering the SuperValu Tidy Towns 2023 competition.


