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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2023. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.  Adh Mór....
Welcome to the 2023 SuperValu TidyTowns competition and we thank you for your application form including 
photos, map and legend, and three-year plan (2022-2025).    We agree with the aspirations in your three-year plan: 
two to three new projects a year are sufficient for any organisation as, in addition to litter control, watering, planting 
etc. maintenance of the older projects is crucial.   
Your core committee of 16 (whom you list) has the help of an additional 102+ volunteers when projects need 
workers.  Wow … that’s a huge number of volunteers who support your work and are willing to become involved. 
You list 29 state, semi-state, social, business and private companies who support you financially and with advice 
and resources.  Well done on your active social media presence – Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. In addition, 
you have a very active website which we admired. E-mails, WhatsApp and text messaging are also used.  We 
called into the Supervalu and saw the dedicated TidyTowns notice board but unfortunately there was no notice 
about your Meitheals or any of your forthcoming events/projects.  Keep this noticeboard up to date as it’s 
somewhere that people examine when leaving the shop. 
You have entered the TidyTowns competition since 1958 and have achieved 13 consecutive Gold Medals.  You 
also won Ireland’s Tidiest Small-Town Award 2014, and a Gold Award in the Entente Florale Competition 2015.   
Your committee and volunteers must be very proud of all they have achieved which results in the town being a more 
pleasant place to live, work and visit. 
See concluding remarks for suggestions on application form and map.
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We admired the aerial views of your town on the website which give an excellent idea of the layout and streetscape.  
There are quite a few buildings/structures of architectural merit in Kilrush - the Market House in the centre of the 
town, Kilrush Courthouse, St. Senan’s CofI church, with the adjacent large mausoleum, St Senan’s RC church, the 
convent buildings, various former mill buildings on John Street and Frances Street, and of course the Maid of Erin/ 
Manchester Martyrs Monument. Well done on the restoration work undertaken at this monument. There are fine 
buildings along your main streets, some of which are three and four stories high, and these give an air of grandeur 
to the town.  Frances Street, leading from the Maid of Erin to the sea is a wide street with a mixture of two, three 
and four storey properties. We were delighted to see that residences and businesses sit side by side which ensures 
the vitality of a town. Many residents and businesses had painted their premises and had floral window boxes or 
baskets adorning their buildings which increased the colourful aspect of the streetscape. The nautical theme is 
evident around the town with large anchors displayed as sculptural pieces.  We look forward to seeing the Cappagh 
Enhancement Scheme completed with the accessible walkways which will be welcomed by all who swim there.  We 
spoke to a lady who regularly swims at this side of the pier and while there witnessed quite a number, young and 
not so young, swimming and enjoying the facilities on offer.  The Historical Plaques were noted. Trails.ie tells us that 
you have two Historical Trails; a 1.5km red route and 6km yellow route but we couldn’t find information about these.  
We see that Action 6H in the Kilrush Sustainability Plan a new historical walking route will be created so we’re 
assuming this will replace the two older ones?  You have a great variety of shop fronts which are well maintained 
and which we admired – Brew, The Central Pharmacy, Gleeson/Gliasáin, Crotty’s (with the plaque commemorating 
Elizabeth Crotty), O’Kelly Moylan, J & M Grogan, etc.  We noted with interest a yellow French Post Box …. is it in 
use? We were delighted to see that a shop, which has been converted to a residence, still retains the name of the 
shop – ‘Clancy’.  Please encourage others to do this.  Good to see the old water pumps freshly painted and with 
small floral displays to accentuate their locations.
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spoke to a lady who regularly swims at this side of the pier and while there witnessed quite a number, young and 
not so young, swimming and enjoying the facilities on offer.  The Historical Plaques were noted. Trails.ie tells us that 
you have two Historical Trails; a 1.5km red route and 6km yellow route but we couldn’t find information about these.  
We see that Action 6H in the Kilrush Sustainability Plan a new historical walking route will be created so we’re 
assuming this will replace the two older ones?  You have a great variety of shop fronts which are well maintained 
and which we admired – Brew, The Central Pharmacy, Gleeson/Gliasáin, Crotty’s (with the plaque commemorating 
Elizabeth Crotty), O’Kelly Moylan, J & M Grogan, etc.  We noted with interest a yellow French Post Box …. is it in 
use? We were delighted to see that a shop, which has been converted to a residence, still retains the name of the 
shop – ‘Clancy’.  Please encourage others to do this.  Good to see the old water pumps freshly painted and with 
small floral displays to accentuate their locations.

We read with interest your flagship project, Trees of Kilrush, and see that you are committed to regreening the town.  
We concur with this commitment as there is a distinct lack of trees within the town, particularly on the wide streets, 
roads and in some housing areas and estates. A boulevard approach should be taken where the wide streets and 
roads can accommodate such a design. The webinar following on from the survey had 28 people from various 
committed/interested groups attending. As elsewhere, Ash Dieback has affected your ash trees and many are dead 
or dying. We read with interest that the rowan trees are struggling and that small leaf lime and elm trees are thriving.  
In 2023 you will concentrate on Place de Plouzane and will remove the existing trees and plant Betula pendula as 
advised. The box hedge ‘Kilrush’ on the N68 was beautifully trimmed. We were delighted to see that a number of 
businesses and educational establishments have well maintained dense planting interspersed with some trees 
around their premises. There are stone surround planting beds at strategic locations around the town which give 
great focus to the vistas.  These were a little sparsely planted in some areas and could have taller and trailing 
plants/flowers/grasses added for supplementary effect.  Your grass cutting regime has been adopted by Clare Co 
Co and allows for No Mow May.  We visited the Vandeleur Estate and are delighted to read that it consistently 
receives a Green Flag Award for Park for ‘exceeding tough environmental standards in green space management 
and excellence of visitor attractions’.  We had a wonderful tour of the stunning walled garden in the company of 
Karoly …. thank you Karoly.

The aim of this category is to encourage people to recognise, engage and celebrate the biodiversity and richness of 
the wildlife habitats in their surroundings.  You have habitats for nature all around you – stone walls, hedgerows, 
woodland, farmland and on your doorstep Scattery Island, an SAC and an SPA.  We see that you are sharing your 
information with the school children and took them on field trips to the Wood River. We also see that you also have 
monthly talks for adults followed by organised fieldtrips to gain practical experience.  Are there any areas in the town 
which you could improve in terms of biodiversity?  Perhaps you could also encourage residents and businesses to 
plant more pollinator friendly planting; make a list of flowers and plants and put these on your 
website/Facebook/twitter pages.  You could also co-operate with Clare Co Co and have more sites/planting beds 
managed for wildlife but go easy on signage - remember signage is clutter! The Spring Flower Project seems to 
have been very successful for you with walkers taking photos and then sharing them.  You might also have a look at 
Heritage Council (2005) Conserving and Enhancing Wildlife in Towns and Villages – a guide for local community 
groups.

In a large town it is virtually impossible to have the streets, roads, housing estates etc. litter free but we commend 
you for trying and encouraging others to help. When we visited the town was acceptably clean and litter free. Do you 
take part in An Taisce National Spring Clean?  This is a great way to begin organising the volunteers to become 
involved in a regular clean-up rota. We liked the Monday Meitheal Kilrush poster on Instagram (maybe elsewhere 
too) showing people the location of the next clean-up.  The grass trimming along some of the kerbs gives the town a 
neatness and cared for feeling which is commendable.  There are three empty flagpoles at the box hedge Kilrush 
sign – put flags on these. We admired the way the three banks of recycling clothes bins (at Tesco) were positioned, 
which deters people from leaving bags behind them. Unfortunately, the same cannot be said for the bottle bins 
where we found litter dumped behind and between the bins.  We read with interest your street survey which you 
undertook and we, like you, dislike seeing empty poles, broken or redundant signs etc. Continue with your 
discussion with Clare Co Co to have all redundant poles and signs removed …… these are clutter in the 
streetscape.  Very often signs painted on the pavement work better than signage on poles – e.g. clean up after you 
dog.  Illegal dumping is a problem for every community in Ireland and all we can do is to quickly report it when 
noticed, so that the area doesn’t become known as an ‘acceptable’ dumping area. Besides the town you also have 
the beach areas to contend with and not only with litter but also with marine litter which has been washed in by the 
tide. We commend your hard work. Congratulations to the pupils of Kilrush Community School on winning the 
#Instabin23 competition and also on receiving, on May 11th, the Global Citizenship (Litter & Waste) Flag.

This is a category where many communities struggle but truthfully it is just about being aware of how we use the 
resources of the planet so that we cut down on our waste. We are delighted that you have a school liaison member 
who attends some of the Green School meetings in St. Senan's Primary School, Gaelscoil Uí Choimín and Kilrush 
Community School.  Do you assist the schools in any of their activities? Or have poster/writing/photographic 
competitions on nature or sustainability?  Your 117-page long Kilrush Sustainability Plan has 10 Objectives which 
we look forward to reading about in future application.  When we saw the number of pages, we thought it would be 
overwhelming, but the plan has good graphics and large print on many of the pages which makes the document 
manageable.  You are maintaining the fruit trees in Turret Lodge as advised, having pruned them in March 2023 to 
remove dead branches and improve air flow, cutting long grasses and, with the help of Junior Tidy Towns, 
spreading seaweed as mulch.  We spotted an EV charge point in the Tesco carpark (the bays need repainting). Are 
there others around the town? We visited Kilrush Community Garden where we saw planting in beds and in tunnels.  
This seems to have been quite a successful transition from raised bed to no-dig planting. The hens there looked 
happy!  You have participated in gardening courses and in 10 SEAI energy efficiency courses – excellent.  How are 
you sharing this new knowledge with your local community?  We noticed the bike repair stations – one at the Market 
House and the other at the Marina.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



where we found litter dumped behind and between the bins.  We read with interest your street survey which you 
undertook and we, like you, dislike seeing empty poles, broken or redundant signs etc. Continue with your 
discussion with Clare Co Co to have all redundant poles and signs removed …… these are clutter in the 
streetscape.  Very often signs painted on the pavement work better than signage on poles – e.g. clean up after you 
dog.  Illegal dumping is a problem for every community in Ireland and all we can do is to quickly report it when 
noticed, so that the area doesn’t become known as an ‘acceptable’ dumping area. Besides the town you also have 
the beach areas to contend with and not only with litter but also with marine litter which has been washed in by the 
tide. We commend your hard work. Congratulations to the pupils of Kilrush Community School on winning the 
#Instabin23 competition and also on receiving, on May 11th, the Global Citizenship (Litter & Waste) Flag.

You have a great many residential streets in the centre of the town and these together with the residences 
interspersed between the business and commercial premises make for a vibrant town both during the day and in the 
evening when the businesses and commercial premises close.  Many of the town houses had been recently painted 
and generally the streetscapes presented well.  Quite a number had window boxes full of colourful flowers attracting 
our pollinators.  We visited quite a number of the estates and here too we found that most residents took pride in 
their houses and presented them well with clean /freshly painted boundary walls neat gardens with colourful flowers.  
Some had trees which gave additional interest to the estates.  Communal areas were generally tidy although road 
kerbs were very overgrown with grass/weeds in some which gave an unkempt feel to the area. Trees in the John 
Paul estate are in need of care; carefully trim around the base of the trees, remove suckers and dead branches. 
This attention is also required in other housing estates and we recommend that you advise the various Residents’ 
Associations on the correct maintenance of the trees. It would also be good to have a new large estate name (white 
paint on a large Limestone rock) at the entrance to John Paul estate.  It would be commendable if the residents of 
John Paul estate removed the weeds along the road edges as this would greatly improve the appearance of this 
estate.  We noted that loved ones are remembered here in small pocket parks.  The new name to Woodfield was 
admired but as it’s low to the ground we advise that any planting be only put to the rear so that the name isn’t 
blocked by flowers etc. as, unfortunately, we regularly encounter. The flower beds at the entrance to Shandon 
Heights were quite beautiful.  Well done on engaging with Clare Co Co regarding dereliction and in particular 
dereliction relating to residential properties.

We were delighted to see that footpaths extend for a considerable distance from the town making it safe for those 
living or working on the outskirts to access by foot.  Having undertaken an audit of the town with regards to 
Universal Design Walkability your findings are now being implemented by Clare Co Co and we noted quite a 
number of new paved areas with dipped kerbs, some with tactile surfaces, to facilitate wheelchairs, children on 
bicycles and buggies. Generally, road surfaces on the main roads were good and road markings, particularly along 
the N68, excellent.  Surfaces on side roads and at road junctions however had edge breakup and ravelling and 
many road markings were badly worn.  This might be an audit that you could undertake and give to the area 
engineer.  The stone wall to the Vandeleur estate along the R473 is damaged– this needs to be repaired or 
alternatively pedestrian opening(s) created if that’s what’s required.  We suggest rationalising all the name signs for 
Kilrush – we must have counted at least five as we entered along the N68.  Remember signage is clutter and 
detracts from the streetscape.  In order to minimise the amount of community-based signage we encountered we 
recommend that you ask Clare Co Co to erect a Community Notice Board, measuring 8’ x 8’ (2440 x 2440) painted 
black, on each of the approach roads. Posters relating to events – Farmer’s Market, GAA events, Bring and Buy 
Days etc are confined to these notice boards and all signs/posters etc located throughout the town are then 
removed.

It was great to return to Kilrush after many years. The vibrancy and hustle and bustle of your beautiful town on a 
lovely sunny day in late July was palpable. Following an enjoyable stop off and visit to the Vandeleur Walled 
Garden, our tour commenced in the centre of the town in the Market Square area. The comments of the first 
adjudicator in relation to the significant architectural merit and wonderful presentation of the many public, 
commercial and residential buildings in Kilrush are fully concurred with. In this regard, it is felt worthwhile to make 
some general comments on items which came to the fore during the walkabout, in relation to the overall 
presentation of the streetscape of the town, which may be of benefit in terms of future work.
The condition of existing buildings and shopfronts confirms a strong sense that the local community cares deeply for 
its local heritage and the built environment of the town. The general walkability of the town is excellent. There is 
good street name signage at most junctions, although some of these need repainting. Street trees in the centre of 
the town, consisting mainly of Hornbeam(fastigiate) and Rowan are struggling to grow, perhaps due to poor 
underground/soil conditions - we recommend replacement of these with a more suitable species, and we know you 
are considering this as part of your ‘Trees of Kilrush’ Project. Sycamore is a tree to consider, due to its tolerance of 
poor soil conditions and coastal exposure - fastigiate varieties are available. 
For a large town with heavy footfall, litter is an ongoing problem and was evident on the day, however you are 
making great efforts to tackle this. The undergrounding of unsightly power lines and removal of timber poles along 
several streets in the centre of the town would significantly enhance the overall quality of the streetscape. Street 
furniture including sculpture items and bollards etc. are generally well cared for and overall tidiness was good, but 
public seating in places needs ongoing maintenance. Floral displays including hanging baskets and window boxes 
provided a wonderful splash of colour in many areas. There is further potential to increase cycle parking facilities in 
the centre of the town and this will become more important when the new greenway opens. 
Opportunities exist to introduce further landscape elements to the streetscape including trees, low hedging, and 
perennial plantings on traffic islands and ‘left over’ road space adjacent to carparking areas. This will soften the 
visual impact of large numbers of parked cars, which are visually prominent and negatively impact the walkability in 
the town centre. However, schemes of this nature should be approached with a degree of caution, as ongoing 
maintenance of these items and traffic sight lines are critical, to ensure their impact in an overall sense remains 
positive. 
The wonderful restoration work carried out to enhance the presentation of the ‘Maid of Erin’ statue certainly caught 
the eye. The stone sculpture, surrounding railings and traditional lighting standards have all been carefully restored 
and well done to all involved with this project. The central Market Square area provides a very important and 
attractive civic space in the center of the town. The Market House now occupied by the Municipal Council Offices 
and Digital Hub was well presented and adorned with window boxes and colourful planters. The adjudicator noted 
the high-quality paving in this area and the lime trees, which frame this imposing historic building. The bicycle repair 
station and Ecofil water fountain (not working on the day of visit) were also noted here. This civic space is impacted 
negatively by cars parked around its perimeter. In the longer-term, plans to relocate these car spaces away from 
this area altogether should be considered. This will enable the civic space to be enlarged and to be made more 
pedestrian and cycle friendly. The outdoor dining area at the nearby Crotty’s Bar was a hive of activity and was 
nicely designed and presented. 
The post office building on Frances Street was beautifully presented and the use of the Irish language on the 
shopfront here was positively noted. To the front of the Post Office, there exists a space between the footpath and 
the car parking areas, which provides an opportunity to widen the footpath or introduce some landscape elements to 
enhance the streetscape in this part of the town.
Major building restoration projects in Kilrush have been implemented in a very sensitive manner and the adjudicator 
admired the design and presentation of the restored Auxiliary Workhouse and Queally’s SuperValu premises. It was 
heartening to note the new businesses successfully operating from these restored buildings including Finnerty 
Graphics, Merchants Quay Business Quarter etc. The building housing the Brother of Charity West Clare Services 
situated on Hector Street also caught the eye with its freshly painted and colourful facade. 
The grounds of the Kilrush Public Library premises looked well with tree planting along the road side, high quality 
access ramps and railings and an attractive perennial planting scheme located near the entrance. The nearby nicely 
designed and presented Kilrush Mother and Baby Memorial and Kilrush War memorial, provide a fitting reminder of 
the darker times in our and the town’s collective history. On Toler Street, St. Senan’s Church and grounds were 
greatly admired and in particular the Church interior with its wonderful Harry Clarke-stained glass windows. The 
steel railings along the frontage of the Church need some ongoing maintenance. The nearby Grotto constructed in 
natural karst limestone is adorned with attractive floral displays and provides a wonderful feature here. A number of 
the street trees situated on Toler Street are in need of ongoing maintenance and perhaps the metal tree guards are 
no longer necessary and can be removed.
Moore Street is adorned with hanging baskets and wide footpaths with provides good walkability. The street trees 
here, consisting of fastigiate hornbeams, also appear to be struggling to grow and fully establish. A streetscape 
enhancement scheme, including the provision of new tree planting and undergrounding of power lines would 
enhance this part of the town. As with Moore Street the trees along Henry Street are also struggling and replanting 
is recommended. Footpaths along Henry Street are used in places for the merchandising of goods and this would 
need to be monitored to ensure walkability is maintained and visual clutter is minimized. The limestone kerbing and 
Liscannor paving along this street were particularly admired. The planting at the junction of Vandeleur Street and 
Henry Street also looked very well.
The small area of grassed open space near the Kilrush Marina was visited and is maintained to a good standard, 
including a metal bridge spanning the river and picnic seats and tables constructed in stone. The area was a hive of 
activity with children heading off to enjoy the day at the nearby Aqua Park. This open space is protected along the 
roadside with black concrete bollards which do not enhance the presentation of this area. In the longer term, these 
bollards could be replaced with a more suitable boundary treatment. The section of the West Clare railway line near 
the entrance to Kilrush Marina was noted and we look forward to the development of this old railway line to provide 
an off-road greenway to link the towns of Kilrush and Kilkee. The gravel area surrounding the nearby Currach 
feature looks a little unloved and perhaps a greater level of attention can be given to the maintenance of this area. 
The improvements at the Pella Road junction were noted positively with the refurbishment of planted areas and 
introduction of new low maintenance perennial planting and colourful seating. The seating here is a need of some 
ongoing maintenance. The planting of a native hedge along the existing concrete post and rail fencing on the 
roadside here, should also be considered for the future. St. Senan’s National School is superbly presented with 
attractive school sign and freshly painted façade and frontage along the road. The bollards designed to look like 
pencils and placed on both sides of the road at the school, to restrict car parking in this area, were particularly 
admired.
Overall, the presentation and maintenance of Kilrush is to be commended and hearty congratulations to all involved 
with the work carried out during the year.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Second Round Adjudication:

Concluding Remarks:

We noticed a sign saying ‘Lime Kiln Road’ … does a lime kiln still exist?  Let us know if it does.
Your map was quite limited and only showed 7 areas, while in your application form you had many many more.  
Please help the adjudicator and transfer the projects to the map stating whether they are New (N) or Maintained (M) 
as this will help the adjudicator.  If it’s necessary to put the legend onto a separate page please do so.  We also 
suggest that you update you Sustainability Plan and make a note of the Actions which have been completed.
Your reference of the Sustainable Development Goals was noted.  Tidy Towns in conjunction with Limerick City and 
County Council ran a webinar on the SDGs in 2021 and the presentation is worth reading.
The link is : https://www.limerick.
ie/sites/default/files/media/documents/2021-03/sustainable-development-goals-helpful-hints.pdf
Thank you for entering the SuperValu Tidy Towns 2023 competition.



its local heritage and the built environment of the town. The general walkability of the town is excellent. There is 
good street name signage at most junctions, although some of these need repainting. Street trees in the centre of 
the town, consisting mainly of Hornbeam(fastigiate) and Rowan are struggling to grow, perhaps due to poor 
underground/soil conditions - we recommend replacement of these with a more suitable species, and we know you 
are considering this as part of your ‘Trees of Kilrush’ Project. Sycamore is a tree to consider, due to its tolerance of 
poor soil conditions and coastal exposure - fastigiate varieties are available. 
For a large town with heavy footfall, litter is an ongoing problem and was evident on the day, however you are 
making great efforts to tackle this. The undergrounding of unsightly power lines and removal of timber poles along 
several streets in the centre of the town would significantly enhance the overall quality of the streetscape. Street 
furniture including sculpture items and bollards etc. are generally well cared for and overall tidiness was good, but 
public seating in places needs ongoing maintenance. Floral displays including hanging baskets and window boxes 
provided a wonderful splash of colour in many areas. There is further potential to increase cycle parking facilities in 
the centre of the town and this will become more important when the new greenway opens. 
Opportunities exist to introduce further landscape elements to the streetscape including trees, low hedging, and 
perennial plantings on traffic islands and ‘left over’ road space adjacent to carparking areas. This will soften the 
visual impact of large numbers of parked cars, which are visually prominent and negatively impact the walkability in 
the town centre. However, schemes of this nature should be approached with a degree of caution, as ongoing 
maintenance of these items and traffic sight lines are critical, to ensure their impact in an overall sense remains 
positive. 
The wonderful restoration work carried out to enhance the presentation of the ‘Maid of Erin’ statue certainly caught 
the eye. The stone sculpture, surrounding railings and traditional lighting standards have all been carefully restored 
and well done to all involved with this project. The central Market Square area provides a very important and 
attractive civic space in the center of the town. The Market House now occupied by the Municipal Council Offices 
and Digital Hub was well presented and adorned with window boxes and colourful planters. The adjudicator noted 
the high-quality paving in this area and the lime trees, which frame this imposing historic building. The bicycle repair 
station and Ecofil water fountain (not working on the day of visit) were also noted here. This civic space is impacted 
negatively by cars parked around its perimeter. In the longer-term, plans to relocate these car spaces away from 
this area altogether should be considered. This will enable the civic space to be enlarged and to be made more 
pedestrian and cycle friendly. The outdoor dining area at the nearby Crotty’s Bar was a hive of activity and was 
nicely designed and presented. 
The post office building on Frances Street was beautifully presented and the use of the Irish language on the 
shopfront here was positively noted. To the front of the Post Office, there exists a space between the footpath and 
the car parking areas, which provides an opportunity to widen the footpath or introduce some landscape elements to 
enhance the streetscape in this part of the town.
Major building restoration projects in Kilrush have been implemented in a very sensitive manner and the adjudicator 
admired the design and presentation of the restored Auxiliary Workhouse and Queally’s SuperValu premises. It was 
heartening to note the new businesses successfully operating from these restored buildings including Finnerty 
Graphics, Merchants Quay Business Quarter etc. The building housing the Brother of Charity West Clare Services 
situated on Hector Street also caught the eye with its freshly painted and colourful facade. 
The grounds of the Kilrush Public Library premises looked well with tree planting along the road side, high quality 
access ramps and railings and an attractive perennial planting scheme located near the entrance. The nearby nicely 
designed and presented Kilrush Mother and Baby Memorial and Kilrush War memorial, provide a fitting reminder of 
the darker times in our and the town’s collective history. On Toler Street, St. Senan’s Church and grounds were 
greatly admired and in particular the Church interior with its wonderful Harry Clarke-stained glass windows. The 
steel railings along the frontage of the Church need some ongoing maintenance. The nearby Grotto constructed in 
natural karst limestone is adorned with attractive floral displays and provides a wonderful feature here. A number of 
the street trees situated on Toler Street are in need of ongoing maintenance and perhaps the metal tree guards are 
no longer necessary and can be removed.
Moore Street is adorned with hanging baskets and wide footpaths with provides good walkability. The street trees 
here, consisting of fastigiate hornbeams, also appear to be struggling to grow and fully establish. A streetscape 
enhancement scheme, including the provision of new tree planting and undergrounding of power lines would 
enhance this part of the town. As with Moore Street the trees along Henry Street are also struggling and replanting 
is recommended. Footpaths along Henry Street are used in places for the merchandising of goods and this would 
need to be monitored to ensure walkability is maintained and visual clutter is minimized. The limestone kerbing and 
Liscannor paving along this street were particularly admired. The planting at the junction of Vandeleur Street and 
Henry Street also looked very well.
The small area of grassed open space near the Kilrush Marina was visited and is maintained to a good standard, 
including a metal bridge spanning the river and picnic seats and tables constructed in stone. The area was a hive of 
activity with children heading off to enjoy the day at the nearby Aqua Park. This open space is protected along the 
roadside with black concrete bollards which do not enhance the presentation of this area. In the longer term, these 
bollards could be replaced with a more suitable boundary treatment. The section of the West Clare railway line near 
the entrance to Kilrush Marina was noted and we look forward to the development of this old railway line to provide 
an off-road greenway to link the towns of Kilrush and Kilkee. The gravel area surrounding the nearby Currach 
feature looks a little unloved and perhaps a greater level of attention can be given to the maintenance of this area. 
The improvements at the Pella Road junction were noted positively with the refurbishment of planted areas and 
introduction of new low maintenance perennial planting and colourful seating. The seating here is a need of some 
ongoing maintenance. The planting of a native hedge along the existing concrete post and rail fencing on the 
roadside here, should also be considered for the future. St. Senan’s National School is superbly presented with 
attractive school sign and freshly painted façade and frontage along the road. The bollards designed to look like 
pencils and placed on both sides of the road at the school, to restrict car parking in this area, were particularly 
admired.
Overall, the presentation and maintenance of Kilrush is to be commended and hearty congratulations to all involved 
with the work carried out during the year.



Overall, the presentation and maintenance of Kilrush is to be commended and hearty congratulations to all involved 
with the work carried out during the year.


